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and Methyl Salicylate thoroughly incorporated in
pure Glycerin and augmented by the valuable action
of Camphophenique."
In the elegant and classic language of the editor of the
California State Journal of Medicine, "Ain't it rotten, Rosie?"
Pharmacists and Postgraduate Courses.
Physicians have already demonstrated the value of well-
organized local postgraduate courses and are extending and
elaborating such work. That similar courses adapted to the
profession of pharmacy would prove of value has been recognized
by the Philadelphia branch of the American Pharmaceutical
Association. The members of this body recently attended the
first of a series of free lectures and demonstrations in the
Postgraduate Course of Instruction for Local Pharmacists.
The topic was "The Application of the Microscope in Phar¬
maceutical Practice," which was presented in detail by Pro¬
fessor Henry Kraemer. These lectures offer a valuable and
unique opportunity to those pharmacists who are interested in
the professional side of their work, and the Philadelphia phar¬
macists are to be commended on the progressive step they
have taken. It is to be hoped that this work may be ex¬
tended all over the country, and become a permanent feature
in local pharmaceutical societies. It is needed.
A Plea for Esperanto in International Medicine.
Lewis, Kan., Nov. 16, 1908.
To the Editor: I wish to answer your Paris correspondent's
question in The Journal, Oct. 10, 1908. Speaking of the ad-
vantages accruing from the use of only one language in in-
ternational medical congresses, he says: "The ideal, however,
would evidently be to adopt for communications and for dis-
cussions a single language, as has been done for international
relations. Some believe that only a new, artifically created
language, such as Esperanto, is capable of answering the re-
quirements; but is it not chimerical to think of adopting an
artificial language when it would be much simpler to use a
living one?" Then he goes on to urge the use of French.
Certainly, one can not deny that one language only would
be the ideal\p=m-\notonly for medical, but for all international
relations\p=m-\but with the correspondent's conclusion as to French
and Esperanto, many will take issue, even many who are not
partisans of the latter. It is strange that any one living in
this age of invention, using daily the railway, telephone, auto¬
mobile, and the thousand other artificial improvements, should
object to an artificial language. In our utilitarian world the
only questions that should be considered in selecting a tongue
for international use are:
1. Does it answer all requirements of communication as well
as or better than any other?
2. How does it compare with others in difficulty of acquire¬
ment?
3. What are the relative obstacles in the way of its adop¬
tion by all nations ?
I submit that the only language that satisfactorily fulfils
the above demands is Esperanto, because:
1. Four great international world congresses have fully
shown that Esperanto is adequate to express ideas of every
character. Technical terms already used internationally are
changed only enough to make them conform to the Esperanto
endings. Medical writers will find that Esperanto will convey
as clearly as German all shades of meaning.
2. That Esperanto is more easily learned than any other
modern language is due to the "fact that the obstacles met
with in most modern languages do not exist in the new
tongue: (a) The spelling is absolutely phonetic and deals with
elementary sounds easily acquired by any one, no matter
what his native language. Experience has shown that people
of all nationalities pronounce this language with the least
residual native accent, (b) There are no exceptions to any
grammatical rule and only 16 rules! (c) There are no irregu-
larities of word formation, and the inflections for person, num¬
ber, case, tense, etc., are reduced to a minimum, (d) There
are few synonyms and no words with the same sound and
different meanings, except as the unforeseen results of word
building, (e) It is more widely international in its elements
than any other tongue, (f) It has a system of word building
which renders it one of the most flexible mediums in the
world for exact and varied expression, and at the same time
does away with five-sixths of the vocabulary ordinarily to be
memorized by the student of a new language.
3. Having no race prejudices or national jealousies to com¬
bat, as any national tongue will always have, Esperanto has a
great advantage in the race for international preferment.
I have learned more Esperanto in eleven months (since I first
took it up from reading the note in The Journal, Nov.
30, 1907) in the odd moments of a busy practice than I have
been able to learn of French and German since I began their
study in college in 1893. In the brief period named I have
learned to read Esperanto readily without dictionary, to write
it easily and to speak it slowly. That is many times as well as
I have done with either of the other languages. Frankly, I
doubt if I ever could master the French pronunciation or the
German gender and construction. And a lot of smarter peo¬
ple than I am are in the same fix.
Elmer E. Haynes, M.D.
Instruction on Medical Ethics.
New York, Nov. 16, 1908.
To the Editor: I am repeating this season the course of in-
struction in the Principles of Medical Ethics, which was re-
ceived with enthusiasm by the members of the graduating
class last year. Only two or three sections of the booklet are
considered at one time, and this after the completion of a
lengthy conference on practical surgical topics. The same en-
thusiastic interest is displayed now by the students that char-
acterized the last year's course. The students are anxious, in-
deed, for copies of the Principles of Medical Ethics, so that
they may be able to follow the instructions with greater ad-
vantage to themselves, for obvious reasons. I, therefore, re-
quest that you will send me for use a copy for each member
of the graduating class. It is much better to place them thus
early in hand than to wait until after graduation. This course
of action is so obvious as to need no further remark. As soon
as suitable progress is made in this manner I will again re¬
quest of the students individual queries bearing on medical
ethics which may occur to them to make. No doubt the
illuminating experience in this regard which developed further
need for this deviation in the manner of instruction last term
will be equally manifest again. I hope that all other institu¬
tions engaged in medical instruction will see the need of this
ennobling activity and accordingly enter on it. It is far better,
it seems to me, to start aright in this field of professional
adornment, with early success, than later to labor harder with
a comparatively disappointing outcome. In any event, I am
anxious that the medical man graduating from the college
which I have the honor to represent shall be afforded the op¬
portunity to become as gracious and just in manner and
method as he is equipped in professional attainments.
Joseph D. Bryant.
[Comment: The above is published because it comes from
one who has had experience in discussing, before senior med¬
ical students, the philosophy of ethics as it relates to medicine
and because it gives us opportunity to call the matter to the
attention of those in other medical colleges who are interested
in the subject. As heretofore, the American Medical Associa¬
tion stands ready to supply, without charge, to the authorities
of every medical school, a sufficient number of copies of the
Principles of Medical Ethics so that one may be placed in
the hands of each senior student. We have usually sent out
these copies in February, but we think an earlier distribution,
as suggested by Dr. Bryant, is an improvement. Authorities
of medical schools may therefore apply at once for the number
desired. It is hoped, however, that something more will be
done than merely to distribute booklets. No medical college
should allow its graduates to enter on their life work unless
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